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S.B. NO.1239 THE SENATE 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE, 201 5 

JAN 2 9 2015 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII: 

SECTION 1. The purpose of this Act is to reestablish the 

governor's authority to nominate and, with the advice and 

consent of the senate, appoint the members of the board of 

regents of the University of Hawaii by repealing the candidate 

advisory council for the board of regents of the University of 

Hawaii; provided that this Act shall be implemented upon 

ratification of the constitutional amendment to article X, 

section 6, of the Hawaii State Constitution, which would delete 

provisions related to the candidate advisory council for the 

board of regents for the University of Hawaii. 

It is the intent of the legislature that the governor 

nominate members immediately upon the effectiveness of this Act. 

The current regents shall each be replaced by a member nominated 

and, with the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the 

governor pursuant to this Act. 

SECTION 2. Section 304A-104, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

amended to read as follows: 
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Page 2 S.B. NO.1239 

11§304A-104 Regents; appointment; tenure; qualifications; 

meetings. (a) The affairs of the university shall be under the 

general management and control of the board of regents. The 

board shall consist of fifteen members who shall be appointed by 

I .  the governor [+em lists of q x l l f l e d  czndldztes presented to 

r(-nt-nn 3 n n ~  ~n 
yLLLIwIL Au2.51] and shall be confirmed by the senate[+ 

ccindi5zLte~ [-;I ; provided that : 

(1) One member representing the city and county of 

Honolulu shall be appointed from a list of three 

nominees submitted by the president of the senate; 

- ( 2 )  One member representing the city and county of 

Honolulu shall be appointed from a list of three 

nominees submitted by the speaker of the house of 

renresentatives; 
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(3) 

(4) 

One at-larae member shall be a?mointed from a list of 

three nominees submitted by the president of the 

senate; and 

One at-large member shall be appointed from a list of 

three nominees submitted by the speaker of the house 

of representatives; 

provided further that the selection process in paragraphs (1) to 

(4) shall not include the student member of the board. Members 

may be removed by the governor. Except as otherwise provided by 

law, state officers shall be eligible for appointment and 

membership. 

The term of each member shall be five years, except as 

provided for the initial appointment in section 26-11; provided 

that the term of the student member shall be two years. Every 

member may serve beyond the expiration date of the member's term 

of appointment until the member's successor has been appointed 

by the governor and confirmed by the senate in accordance with 

article X, section 6 of the Hawaii State Constitution. Members 

shall serve no more than two consecutive five-year terms; 

provided that the members who are initially appointed to terms 

of two years or less pursuant to section 26-11(a) may be 
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reappointed to two ensuing five-year terms. If a member is to 

be appointed to a second term of five years, the senate shall 

consider the question of whether to reconfirm the member at 

least one hundred twenty days prior to the conclusion of a 

member's first five-year term; provided that if the senate is 

not in session within one hundred twenty days prior to the 

conclusion of the member's first five-year term, the member 

shall continue to serve until the senate convenes for the next 

regular session or the next special session for which the senate 

is authorized to consider the question of reconfirmation. 

(b) In determining whether to confirm the governor's 

nominee to the board of regents, the senate shall consider the 

combination of abilities, breadth of experiences, and 

characteristics of the board of regents, as a whole, that will 

best serve the diverse interests and needs of the students of 

the university system and assist the university system in 

achieving its strategic goals and performance indicators. The 

senate shall consider whether the board reflects the diversity 

of the student population, the various counties of the State, 

and a broad representation of higher education-related 

stakeholders. 
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(c) At its first meeting after June 30 of each year, the 

board of regents shall elect a chairperson and one or more vice- 

chairpersons who shall serve until the adjournment of the first 

meeting of the board of regents after June 30 of the next year, 

or thereafter until their successors are elected; provided that 

the chairperson and vice chairpersons shall not be elected prior 

to the taking of office of regents whose terms shall begin on 

July 1 of that year. The board shall appoint a secretary, who 

shall not be a member of the board. The president of the 

university shall act as executive officer of the board. A 

majority of the board of regents shall constitute a quorum to 

conduct business, and the concurrence of a majority of all the 

members to which the board of regents is entitled shall be 

necessary to make any action of the board of regents valid. The 

board shall meet at least ten times annually and, from time to 

time, may meet in each of the counties of Hawaii, Maui, and 

Kauai . 
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SECTION 5. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 6. This Act shall take effect upon the 

ratification of a constitutional amendment authorizing the board 

of regents of the University of Hawaii to be nominated and, with 

the advice and consent of the senate, appointed by the governor 

in compliance with article XVII, section 3, of the Constitution 

of the State of Hawaii. 

INTRODUCED BY: & L K \  
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Report Title: 
University of Hawaii; Board of Regents; Candidate Advisory 
Council; Repeal 

Description: 
Reestablishes the governor's authority to nominate and, with the 
advice and consent of the senate, appoint the members of the 
board of regents of the University of Hawaii by repealing the 
candidate advisory council for the board of regents of the 
University of Hawaii; effective upon ratification of a 
constitutional amendment to article X, section 6, of the Hawaii 
Constitution that deletes provisions related to the candidate 
advisory council for the board of regents of the University of 
Hawaii. 

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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